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The mission of the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) in India is to improve food and 
nutritional security and to reduce poverty through research for efficient, safe and sustainable use of 
livestock—ensuring better lives through livestock. 
 
Agriculture in India is rapidly changing. Demand for meat, milk and eggs—more than 70% of which is 
produced by smallholder mixed crop-and-livestock farmers—is expected to rise as much as 50% by 2050. A 
net importer of dairy products only 20 years ago, India is now one of the world’s principal milk producers and 
meat exporters. 
 
In supporting equitable growth and environmental sustainability, ILRI in India has prioritized a number of key areas to 
help protect the livelihoods of smallholder farmers and link them to the market, manage food safety and 
health risks associated with livestock, and assist smallholder and landless farmers in diversifying livestock 
production. 
 
A member of the CGIAR Consortium working for a food-secure future, ILRI in India participates in four 
CGIAR Research Programs: Livestock and Fish; Agriculture for Nutrition and Health; Climate Change, 
Agriculture and Food Security, and the Integrated Agricultural Production Systems for the Poor and 
Vulnerable in Dry Areas. The institute also participates in six bilateral research-for-development projects in 
the region. 
 
ILRI works closely with partners and other stakeholders, particularly farmers, on projects focusing on feed 
improvement, dairy value chain transformation, food safety and zoonoses, nutrition and health, and climate 
change mitigation and adaptation. Partnerships are crucial to the success of such projects, and ILRI 
collaborates with a wide range of entities, including the Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) and 
national agricultural research systems (NARS), state veterinary and animal husbandry departments, 
universities and research institutes, nongovernmental organizations and other development agencies and 
foundations. 
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GET Dairy (2009–2015) 
Assessing health risk in informal value chains in Assam, 
pilot- testing risk communication and risk management 
interventions, and generating evidence for replication 
 
This project assesses the risks in the informal milk value 
chain in Assam and designs and pilot-tests corrective 
actions to address such risks. It has assessed the physical 
and bacteriological quality of milk, identified critical control 
points, assessed knowledge, attitude and practices (KAP) of 
the value chain actors, designed a customized training 
manual for milk producers and traders, and brought all 
relevant government agencies together to pilot-test the 
training, monitoring and certification program for informal 
milk market actors. Moreover, a Swedish University of 
Agricultural Science study found that milk productivity of 
project participants had increased by nearly 12% and the 
prevalence of subclinical mastitis—a disease—had reduced 
significantly in their dairy cows. 
 
 
Peri-Milk (2014–2017) 
Promotion of health, livelihood and sustainable dairy 
system in peri-urban settings in India 
 
This multi-disciplinary and multi-actor partnership seeks to 
generate evidence and improve understanding of the 
interaction of disease risks (especially bovine tuberculosis 
and antimicrobial resistance) between humans, dairy cattle 
and the environment in three different urban areas—
Guwahati, Bangalore and Ludhiana—in India. After milk 
samples from dairy cows/buffaloes have been screened for 
Mycobacterium bacilli and antimicrobial residue, risk control 
interventions will then be designed and piloted to generate 
evidence for policymakers. 
 
 
ELKS (2009–2018) 
Strengthening livestock value chains in tribal hills 
through research support 
 
This partnership project between Tata Trusts and ILRI aims 
to strengthen dairy-, pig- and goat-based value chains by 
using an integrated system perspective. It provides research 
support to development initiatives in Uttarakhand, Nagaland 
and Jharkhand to address technical, institutional and policy 
gaps. The project has developed and field-tested technically 
feasible, economically viable and institutionally sound models 
for green fodder production, feed balancing, and 
community-based breeding and health service delivery in 
remote areas.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Priority area 1: Sustainable intensification of mixed 
crop-livestock agricultural systems 
 
(i) Crop–livestock system integration and 
productivity 
(ii) Conservation and utilization of animal genetic 
diversity in the region 
(iii) Value chain and market development for 
smallholder participation and productivity 
ICAR–ILRI priority research areas 
Animal health, food safety and zoonotic diseases 
● Risk assessment of food safety in livestock value 
chains with respect to antibiotic residues, 
mycotoxins, adulterants or contaminants.  
● Zoonotic diseases along value chains and in 
transboundary settings, and improving udder and 
reproductive health. 
● Improved vaccines for livestock and poultry 
diseases and surveys of disease economics. 
 
Feed and fodder research 
● Multi-dimensional improvement of food–feed 
crops and planted forages for animal nutrition, 
including the deconstruction of lignocellulose 
bonds to improve crop residue digestibility. 
● Improvement of milk productivity and quality 
through the application of feed additives (toxin 
binders, prebiotics and probiotics). 
● Dietary manipulation of cattle feed to produce 
designed milk as functional foods. 
Animal breeding 
● Genomic solution (genotypic solution) of Indian 
dairy cattle and buffalo breeds. 
● Semen sexing of indigenous cattle/buffalo breeds 
along with other advanced assisted reproductive 
biotechnologies designed to accelerate genetic 
improvement. 
● Reproduction management in cattle/buffaloes in 
field conditions to improve age and sexual 
maturing, which reduces calving intervals and the 
need for infertility treatment. 
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Smallholder dairy value chain transformation in Bihar 
(2014–2016) 
This project promotes the development of equitable and 
sustainable dairy value chains, producing enough milk for 
smallholder farmers and consumers by: (1) improving the 
efficiency of dairy production through the enhanced 
provision of quality inputs and services; (2) facilitating 
access of smallholder farmers to reliable, well-coordinated 
and efficient marketing strategies and practices for dairy 
products; and (3) helping poor consumers gain access to 
quality, safe and nutritious dairy products at affordable 
prices. 
 
CSISA (Cereal Systems Initiative in South Asia) (2009–2015) 
Livestock productivity enhancement through 
better feed technologies and crop residue 
management in cereal-based systems 
 
The overall objective of ILRI’s work in the CSISA project is 
to enhance the productivity and sustainability of cereal 
systems by enabling farmers take full advantage of 
livelihood opportunities in the livestock sector. To realize 
this vision, ILRI carries out two major strands of activities: (1) 
residue-based feed technology development and 
adaptation, and (2) capacity development for technology 
uptake and scaling out. 
 
Improving basal ruminant diets (1999–present) 
Research on improving feed and fodder value of basal 
diets at source and through processing and 
supplementation 
 
This project aims to increase and improve the supply and 
breed of different food–feed crops with high grain/pod 
yield and crop residues to intensify livestock systems in 
smallholder farming. This project focuses on dryland 
cereals and legumes, as well as cereal crops under 
irrigation. Improving the biomass (both grains and crop 
residues) in terms of quantity and quality not only 
mitigates the shortage of food–feed fodder but also 
improves the nutritional security of households and 
livelihoods of smallholders in India. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Government of Karnataka–CGIAR initiative  
(2013–2017) 
Improving rural livelihoods in Karnataka 
 
Led by the International Crops Research Institute for 
the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), this project seeks to 
improve the income of Karnataka smallholder farmers 
by innovatively scaling up science-led participatory 
research. As one of the project partners, ILRI focuses 
on sustainably intensifying smallholder dairy farming 
through the use of technologies and innovations such 
as evidence-based dual-purpose cultivar dissemination 
and increasing feed and fodder supply. 
 
 
 
 
Priority area 2: Mitigation of risks inherent in 
changing agricultural systems 
(i) Emerging infectious zoonotic diseases 
(ii) Food safety risks 
(iii) Risks to system integrity and environmental 
services 
ICAR–ILRI priority research areas 
 
Models for value chain development  
● New organizational models designed to 
improve services and market access for 
small ruminant and dairy value chain actors, 
particularly in extensive rural systems 
 
● Feed value chains 
 
● Dairy foods value chains 
 
● Poultry value chains 
 
● Sheep and goat value chains 
 
● Gender issues cutting across all the value 
chains  
 
Capacity development 
● Short- to medium-term study opportunities 
at ILRI, ICAR and state agricultural 
universities (SAUs), as well as the provision 
of joint workshops. 
 
● Capacity development components address 
the needs of farmers, especially women 
farmers, specific value chain actors, and 
scientists and educators of partner 
institutions. 
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Staffing 
ILRI has offices in 6 locations in India, employing more than 30 professionals specializing in animal and dairy sciences, veterinary 
epidemiology, agricultural economics, social sciences, among other disciplines. 
 
Offices
New Delhi 
ILRI Regional Office for South Asia 
C-Block, 1st Floor, NASC Complex 
Dev Prakash Shastri Marg. PUSA Campus 
New Delhi 110012 India 
Tel: +91 11 25609800, +91 11 25847885, +91 11 25847886 
Fax: +91 11 25847884 
ilri-delhi@cgiar.org 
 
Hyderabad 
c/o ICRISAT 
Patanchery 502 324, Hyderabad 
Andhra Pradesh, India 
Tel: +91 40 30713653 
Fax: +91 40 30713074 
ilri-hyderabad@cgiar.org  
 
Almora 
c/o Himmotthan 
Kohima 
c/o NEIDA, Level Bayavu Colony 
Kohima, Nagaland 797001 India 
Tel: +91 3702260197, +91 9402830648 
 
Amravati 
Programme Management Unit CAIM 
Sahkaar Sankul First floor 
(Above Khamgaon Cooperative Bank) 
Kantanagar, Amravati 444601 Maharashtra, 
India 
Tel: +91 721 2552475, +918806984216 
 
Guwahati 
International Livestock Research Institute 
House No. 167 (near Manisha Apartment) 
Jayanagar Road, Six Mile 
Khanapara, Guwahati, Assam, India 
Mobile: +91 9435547126  
 
Mohalla Talla Galli, Jakhnadevi   
Almora, Uttarakhand 263601 India  
Tel: +91 5962233173, +91 9410173996        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For inquiries, please contact: 
Alok Jha 
ILRI South Asia Regional Representative 
a.jha@cgiar.org
